
Prompt  
Contemporary society is filled with innovations and technology, and our “gadgets” are quickly 

becoming integral parts of our lives. In a well-developed essay complete with lots of examples, explore 

an aspect of our society that you feel has greatly impacted our lives 

 

Response 

It is no secret that today’s workforce no longer consists entirely of people. Rather, machines are being 
developed to complete many of the tasks which humans have traditionally done. This can greatly increase 
productivity and efficiency of simple, repetitive tasks. Many people view this as a great positive and point out that 
it leads to a more uniform and less expensive product which is better for everyone. However, some people are 
more wary of this popular trend of automating the workforce and question whether this progress is truely positive. 
Their concerns, though, are outweighed by the benefits these machines offer. 

It is the popular view among companies which are moving toward automation that robots can do many tasks 
better than humans. For example, in the automotive industry, most of a car’s individual components are 
manufactured by pre-programmed robots which have much greater and more precise output than would be 
possible for a human. In addition, robots cut down the cost of production by a considerable amount. If a company 
hires an employee to complete a simple task for $50,000 per year but could instead buy a machine for a one time 
purchase of $30,000, it is far more cost effective to buy the machine. Lower cost of production means that the 
goods produced can now be sold at a lower pricepoint which passes the savings on to the consumer. Companies 
producing goods rightly contend that the use of machines to complete low-skill jobs has only positive impact for 
everyone. 

Beyond these benefits for industry, some believe that machines will shape the future for the human race. 
Innovation and invention of new more intelligent machines can push us as humans toward new, unimagined 
possibilities. For example, before the first airplane was invented, people could only dream of human flight, but at 
the moment of takeoff, a whole new world of unimaginable possibilities was suddenly within our grasp. Through 
even just that one invention, an entire multi-billion dollar a year industry was born, and our lives improved and 
advanced in a multitude of ways. Who can know what great advancements may be brought about by a more 
intelligent machine than what we possess today? The possibilities are endless. 

There are those who are less enthusiastic about all this progress and advancement. They argue that by not 
having to interact with fellow humans, we no longer are required to be courteous and have tolerance for others. 
While this may be true, this is a minor cost for a major increase in efficiency. Take the example of self checkout 
systems in grocery stores. Self checkout permits consumers to procure their goods and get out of the store 
quickly. This might seem like a small time-saver, but considering how often this experience is repeated reveals a 
cumulative effect. Across time, consumers end up saving hours, which improves the efficiency of their daily lives, 
allowing them to spend time on things that are of greater interest and meaning to them. 

Whether humans like it or not, machines are becoming more and popular in the workplace and are decreasing 
the need for humans to work those jobs. This can lead to advancement of society, a greater end product or 
service, and even a lower consumer cost of goods. Many people are frightened of change, but unfortunately for 
them, the past is gone and now we must look to the future. 

 


